PEARLS OF THE ORIEXT

counts fix the foundation at 1611, though
some declare that 1619 is the real date.
At any rate it is the oldest university
under the American flag.

In 1796 the Astrea from Salem, Massa-
chusetts, sailed around Cape of Good
Hope taking- to Manila wine from Lisbon
and Madeira and bringing back sugar, in-
digo and pepper. Nathaniel Bowditch
was second mate and navigating officer
and worked out the system of navigation
that made the voyage notable for quick-
ness. The American Practical Naviga-
tor which Bowditch later published is still
the guide to navigation the world over.

American sailing ships visited Manila
in increasing numbers and in the clipper
ship era played a very important part in
Philippine trade. About 1825 American
firms were established in Manila and for
a time they were dominating factors in the
trade in sugar and important ones in that
of hemp. Coconut products (copra, oil,
copra cake, dessicated coconut) and to-
bacco were of no importance in Philippine-
American trade until after the Spanish-
American War. The establishment of

British banks in Manila led to the failure
of the American firms there, and steamers
displaced sailing vessels largely; so Amer-
ican trade, though increasing in volume,
was largely through British firms and in
British ships. After the occupation of
the Philippines, both American companies
and American ships reappeared on the
scene and are the largest factors in the
import and export trade.

In 1842 Captain Wilkes of the United
States Navy made a treaty with the Sul-
tan of Sulu whereby American ships and
sailors were given protection in passing
through the Sulu Sea.

The Spaniards first divided the islands
into districts, each of which together with
its inhabitants was ruled by a Spaniard.
The missionary friars opposed this plan
of control, and later provinces and mili-
tary districts were established. Church
and State often opposed one another. In
many villages there was often no other
Spaniard than the curate of the village
church, and it came to pass that practically
all local government was in their hands.
Some of the monastic orders secured title

THE OLD WALLS FROM THE MANILA HOTEL ROOF

At the left is the Walled City in the nearest corner of which are the quarters of a U. S. in-
fantry regiment. Beyond the monument in honor of Legaspi and Urdaneta is a^bastion turned
into an aquarium where fishes of brilliant coloring and strange shapes are on view. The moat
that formerly surrounded the walls has been filled and is the municipal golf course.
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